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NOV 19 2009
Timothy S. Hanson, Director of Public Works
City of Rockford

425 East State Street
Rockford, IL 61104

Dear Mr. Hanson,

This letter is notice to you by the Illinois EPA under Section 25d-3(a) of the Environmental
Protection Act {415 ILCS 5/25d-3(a)] that there has been a confirmed detection of groundwater
contamination that poses a threat of exposure to the public above the Class I groundwater quality
standards. Trichloroethylene (TCE) has been detected, and confirmed, in your raw and finished
water, and the TCE exceeds the nondegradation groundwater standard of 2.5 parts per billion
(ppb). TCE was detected most recently in finished water from Treatment Application Point 01 at
a level of 2.8 ppb and from Treatment Application Point 31 at a level of 2.6 ppb.

Section 25d-3(a) of the Environmental Protection Act requires you to provide notification
to your customers of this contamination. Within 5 business days of receipt of this notice
you must notify all residents and owners of premises connected to your community water
‘system as required in Section 25d-3(a) of the Environmental Protection Act. Within 7
calendar days after you send these notifications, you must provide the Illinois EPA with
written proof that you have sent the notifications.

Your notification must contain the information required under Section 25d-3(a) of the
Environmental Protection Act. For your convenience, I have enclosed a copy of Section 25d-3(a)
of the Environmental Protection Act with this letter. Also, I have summarized these statutory
requirements below.

Notification Requirements

Within 5 business days after receiving this notification you must send, to all residents and
owners of premises connected to your community water:

1. A copy of this notice by first-class mail or by e-mail; or

2. Notification, in a form approved by the Illinois EPA, via:

Rockford » 4302 N. Main 51, Rockford, iL 61103 = {815) 987-7760 Des Plaines ¢ 9511 W, Harrison St., Des Plaines, IL 60016 & {847) 294-40:00
Edgin » 595 5. State, Elgin, IL 60123 « {847] 608-3131 Peoria = 5415 N, University 5t,, Peoria, 11 61614 e (309) 693-5463
Bureau of Land — Peoria ® 7620 N. University St Peoria, IL 61614 = (309) 693-5462 Champaign = 2125 §, First 5t., Champaign, IL 61820 « (217) 278-5800
Collinsville » 2009 Mall Street, Collinsville, 1L 62234 ¢ {618) 346-5120 Marion » 2303 W. Main SL., Suile 116, Marien, IL 62959 » (618) 993-7200
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¢ first-class postcard,
® text message, or

o telephone: (except that notices to institutional residents, including, but not imrted
to, residents of school dormitories, nursing homes, and assisted care facilities,
may be made to the owners and operators of those institutions, and the owners or
operators of those institutions shall notify their residents in the same manner as
prescribed in this subsection for owners and operators of community water
systems).

[f you choose to notify according to Option No. 2 above, you must contact Dean Studer at the
number provided below to discuss the minimum contents for such notification and to obtain
approval. If the manner for the notification that you select does not include a written copy of this
notice, the owner or operator shall include a written copy of this notice in the next water bill that
is sent to the residents and owners of the premises; however, if the water bill is sent on a
postcard, no written copy of this notice is required if the postcard includes the following Internet
address for the notice posted on the lllinois EPA's website at:
http://www.epa,state.il.us/water/drinking-water-watch/pws-well-contamination/index.html.

The front of the envelope or postcard that is sent to residents and owners of premises connected
to your community water system shall carry the following text in at least {8 point font: PUBLIC
HEALTH NOTICE - READ IMMEDIATELY.

Within 7 days after the owner or operator of the community water system sends the notifications
to all residents and owners of premises connected to the affected community water system, the
owner or operator shall provide Dean Studer with proof that the notifications have been sent.

Potential Health Effect Information

The possible human health effects associated with TCE are summarized below from the United
States Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA) drinking water contaminant factsheet for
TCE:

What are trichloroethylene's health effects?

Some people who drink water containing TCE well in excess of the maximum
contaminant level (MCL), set at 5 ppb, for many years could experience probtems with
their liver and may have an increased risk of getting cancer.

This health effects language is not intended to catalog all possible health effects for
trichJoroethylene. Rather, it is intended to inform consumers of some of the possible
health effects associated with trichloroethylene in drinking water.

How is trichloroethylene regulated?

In 1974, Congress passed the Safe Drinking Water Act. This law requires U.S. EPA to
determine safe fevels of contaminants in drinking water which do or may cause health
problems. These non-enforceahle health goals, based solely on possible health risks and



exposure over a lifetime, are called maximum contaminant level goals (MCLG). The
MCLG for TCE is zero. U.S. EPA has set this level of protection based on the best
available science o prevent potential health problems.

In [llinois, the groundwater quality standard is two-tiered. The non-degradation standard
for TCE occurs between the detection level of 0.5 ppb and the numerical standard ol 5
ppb. Accordingly, the numerical groundwater standard 1s 5 ppb.

The complete contaminant factsheet for TCE can be found on U.S. EPA’s website at:
http://www.epa. eov/safewater/contaminants/basicinformation/trichloroethviene. html

Failure to provide the notification required under Section 25d-3(a) of the Environmental
Protection Act to all residents and owners of premises connected to your community water
system may result in a civil penalty of up to $5.00 for each premises connected to the
community water system for each day of violation. [415 ILCS 5/42(b)(6)|

In addition, any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement,
orally or in writing, to the Illinois EPA commits a Class 4 fclony. A second or subsequent
offense after conviction is a Class 3 felony. [415 ILCS 5/44(h)]

Should you have any further questions or concerns, please contact Dean Studer, Right-to-Know
Coordinator, at 217-558-8280, '

Very Truly Yours,

Mol

Douglas P. Scott
Director

Attch.



Cc:

Timothy Holdeman, Operator in Charge
Dave McMillan

Regional Office

PWS Main File #2

Dean Studer
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(415 ILCS 5/25d-3)
Sec. 25d-3. Notices.
{a) Beginning January 1, 2006, if the Agency determines
that:
{1) Soil contamination beyond the boundary of the site

where the release occurred, soil gas contamination bevond

the beoundary of the site where the release occurred, or

both pose peses a threat of exposure to the public above
the appropriate Tier 1 remediaticn objectives, based on the
current use of the off-site property, adopted by the Board
under Title XVII of this Act, the Agency shall give notice
of the threat to the owner of the contaminated property; or

{(2) Groundwater contamiration poses a threat of
exposure to the public above the Class I groundwater
guality standards adopted by the Board under this Act and
the Groundwater Protection Act, the Agency shall give
notice of the threat to the following:

{A) for any private, semi-private, or
ncn-community water system, the owners of the
properties searved by the syStem; and

fB) for any community water system,

{i) the owners and operaﬁors of the system; and

{ii) the residents and owners of premises
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connected to the affected community water system:
and

(iii) the residents and cowners of premises

connected to water systems receiving water from

the affected community water svstem.

The Agency's determination must be based on the credible,
scientific information available to it, and the Agency is not
.required to perform additional investigations or studies
beyond those required by applicable federal or State laws.

For notices reguired under subparagraph (B) of paragraph

{2) of subsection (2}, the Agency shall (i) within 2 days after

determining that groundwater contamination poses a threat of

exposure to the public above the Class I groundwater guality

standards, provide notice of the determination by issuinq a

press release and posting the press release on the Agency's

website and (ii) within 5 days after the determination, provide

the owner and operator of the community water system and the

owners and operators of all connected community water systems

with a notice printed on Agency letterhead that identifies the

contaminant posing the threat, the level of contamination

found, and pcssible human health effects associated with

exposure to the contaminant., Within 5 business days after

receiving a notice from the Agency under this paraqgraph, the

owner or operator of the community water system must send, to

all residents and owners of premises connected to the affectad

community water system: (i) a copyv of the notice by first-class
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mail or by e-mail; or (ii} notification, in a form approved by

the Agency, via first-class postcard, text message, or

Lelephone; except thet notices to instituticnal residents,

including, but not limited to, residents of school dormitories,

nursing homes, and assisted care facilities, may be made to the

owners and operatcrs of those institutions, and the owner or

operator of those institutions shall notify their residents in

the same manner as prescribed in this subsection for owners and

orerators of community water svstems. If the manner for notice

selected by the owner or operator of the community water system

does not include a written copy of the notice provided by the

Agency, the owner or operator shall include a written copvy of

the notice provided by the Agency in the next water bill sent

to the residents and owners of the premises; provided, however,

if the water bill is sent on a postcard, no written copy of the

notice provided by the Agency is required if the postcard

includes the Internet address for the notice posted on the

Agency's website. The front of the envelope or postcard in

which any such notice is sent to residents and owners of

premises connected to the affected community water system shall

carry the following text in at least 18 point font: PUBLIC

HEALTH NOTICE - READ IMMEDIATELY. For a postcard, text message,

or telephonic communicaticon, the Agency shall specify the

minimum information that the owner or operator must include in

such methods of noctice. Within 7 davs after the owner or

operateor of the community water system sends the notices to
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residents and owners of premises connected *o the community

water svstem, the owner or operator shall provide the Agency

with proef that the notices have been sgsent. The notices

reguired under subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2) of subsection

{a) shall be provided whether or not the threat of exposure has

been eliminated.




